

· On 5 May 1971 the Division of National Mapping, on behalf of the National Mapping Council of Australia, carried out a simultaneous adjustment of 97,230 kilometres of mainland coastal levelling.

· Mean sea level for 1966-1968 was assigned the value of zero on the Australian Height Datum at thirty tide gauges around the coast of the Australian continent.
· The resulting datum surface has been termed the Australian Height Datum (AHD) and was adopted by the National Mapping Council in May 1971 as the datum to which all vertical control for mapping is to be referred.

· The levelling network in Tasmania was adjusted on 17 October 1983 to re-establish heights on the Australian Height Datum (Tasmania). This network, which consists of seventy-two sections between fifty-seven junction points is based on mean sea level for 1972 at tide gauges at Hobart and Burnie. Mean sea level at both Hobart and Burnie was assigned the value of zero on the AHD (Tasmania).

AHD & GPS heights
· Heights obtained from Global Positioning Systems do not refer to the AHD, but to the mathematical reference surface (the ellipsoid).
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GDA94 is the datum used for horizontal positions in Australia.
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